
COTSWOLD HUNT PONY CLUB 
 

Social Distancing measures and  

Photography and Social Media  

for Summer 2020 

11th August 2020 

Dear All 

 

I hope this letter finds you and your family well.  Our priority is to ensure risks are minimised 

for our instructors and volunteers, members and their families.  Until things can be relaxed a 

little we have to follow the BEF rules to the letter.  

As we are getting more familiar with the Covid restrictions, as a branch we have a clearer 

idea of how to take things forward in a safe as possible way.  Please don’t compromise 

those that are making branch activities happen by bending the rules. We have been advised 

by Central Office that we have to send any families home who are non-compliant.  

So a quick recap: 

• Obviously please do not attend a rally/competition etc if any member of your 

household is displaying any symptoms.   

• Similarly you must not come to a CHPC event or any competition if you have 

visited a country which requires quarantine on return, and you are in that 

quarantine period. 

• BEF rules say that only a driver and/or adult helper should travel to equestrian events 

with an under 18.  So no siblings should be coming along as far as possible.  We 

would prefer not to have to be draconian in asking for pre booking of those bringing 

members to rallies etc, for track and trace purposes, so please keep numbers of 

attendees to rallies and competitions to a minimum, and well Socially Distanced.   

 

• Bring your own PPE.  People need to be responsible for their own hand sanitisation 
and bring their own wipes to wipe down gate handle/ the loo handles before and after 
use and dispose of their own wipes – CHPC will provide PPE for the coach/first 
aider only.   

• MOST IMPORTANTLY everyone MUST wash/sanitise their hands before and 
after each session 
 

• We aim for a maximum of 6 people in each bubble (ride for example).  This includes 
the instructor, and a nearby first aider who will be able to help the instructor in case 
of any incident where the instructor needs to look after a rider.   

• As we will be outside, we should easily be able to keep to the 2m Social Distance 
rules.  The current guidelines allow 1m if protected by PPE.   

• Bearing this in mind, if sitting nearby and watching, make sure you keep that SD 
distance, and be respectful of others who might feel the need for more space.  Keep 
away from the various bubbles as much as possible. 

• Unfortunately SD means that members/parents must not go from one group to 
another group to see friends (ie keep to their own “bubble” of 6 max).  If they want to 
talk to others outside their bubble they need to be AT LEAST 2m apart! 

• As coaches are asked to keep a 2m distance from the member, therefore stirrup 
length and girths must be checked by the riders’ accompanying person before 
starting each session.  BEFORE a rally, or competition please make sure all stitching 
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on stirrups, girths and girth straps are in good condition and fit for purpose.  Also 
check that stirrups correctly fit the rider’s boot – not too snug or too wide.  These are 
really important safety issues and are easily overlooked when members are growing 
so fast. 

• In general do not help with poo picking and pole lifting, as this will be done by the 
instructor.  If you do move poles/jumps etc you must use hand sanitiser before and 
afterwards, or wear gloves.   

• Please respect the venue we are using by not touching gates or fencing etc where 
possible. 

• Please ensure the area around your trailer/lorry is cleared before you leave – no 

hay/haylage or droppings are to be left in the parking area at the end of the day.  

Bring a poo-picking solution so you can take droppings home with you in the 

trailer/lorry.   

 

Social Media and Photography 

We appreciate that taking photos and circulating them on social media can enhance the fun 

of Pony Club; at the same time, CHPC is under a legal duty to protect the privacy of children 

at its events and to take all reasonable steps to keep the children safe. These guidelines 

aims to balance those issues and ensure our members can take part safely. 

1. The law provides that no-one is permitted to take photographs of a child under the 

age of 18 without the express permission of the child’s parents or others with 

parental responsibility. 

We ask that parents take pictures only of their own children and ensure that there are 

no other children identifiable in the shot, unless they have clear consent from the 

other child’s parent at the time the photo is taken. 

 

2. It is unlawful to post photographs of any child, other than your own, on any form of 

social media without the specific consent of the child’s parents. It is unlawful to name 

them (or “tag” them) or otherwise identify children other than your own. Please 

therefore refrain from doing so. 

 

3. In certain circumstances particular children are not allowed to be photographed or 

otherwise identified (for child protection reasons). These matters are confidential and 

we may not know if there are children in this situation within our Pony Club branch. 

 

4. CHPC’s strong preference is that any pictures you take of children should not be 

posted on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter etc.  We are more comfortable with closed 

groups (eg the WhatsApp groups (not the CHPC Facebook page as it is public)) but 

unfortunately once a photo is circulated (even on closed groups) there is no way to 

control where it goes next. So please bear this in mind if you feel a strong urge to 

post photos. 

 

A new aspect of photos this year is how they are interpreted in the context of Coronavirus. 

Our volunteers have worked very hard to put on a Camp and to implement all the extra 

safety measures which are required at this time. We are confident rallies and competitions 

will be Covid-secure as far as possible.   However photos can give a misleading impression 

of what is going on, showing perhaps a group larger than would be permitted, or individuals 

appearing not to social distance correctly.  
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Placing photos online puts the Pony Club in general and CHPC specifically at risk of 

undeserved criticism. Accordingly please be extremely careful when posting anything on-line 

which may cast Camp or CHPC in a negative light. 

 

I am sorry there are so many rules, however we want to keep you safe by following official 

guidelines.  

 

I hope you have a wonderful summer of activity with CHPC, and please make sure you 

thank the organisers as they have worked extremely hard and gained several extra grey 

hairs to put these events on for you to all enjoy.   

Best wishes 

 

Harriet Saunders 

District Commissioner 

Cotswold Hunt Pony Club 


