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All members who wish to be considered for area teams MUST be fully paid 
up members by 28th February. (This is a national not a branch rule) 

Please print out the Renewal Form (on the “Membership” page of the CHPC 
website) and send it to our Membership Secretary, Mrs Merrett, with a 
cheque.  Any questions please get in touch with Mrs Merrett 
(aemerrett@hotmail.com). 

 

Hat tags:     Don’t forget to get your hat tagged with the new turquoise 
tags for 2018, which will also enable you to compete at RC and BE events 
with the same tag.  If you need this done, please ask one of the organisers 
of your rally to direct you to the hat taggers! 
 

 

CHPC Newsletter 2nd February 2018 

We’ve made it through the January mud, sleet and cold.   

Its time to look forward to spring…….   

Don't forget!!! 
Membership 
Renewals 2018 
 

The Pony Club subscriptions are now due.  Any 
membership that is not paid up and renewed before 28th 
February will be deemed to have lapsed and insurance 
cover will cease, so you will not be able to take part in 
Pony Club activities from then on, until your membership 
is renewed. 
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Upcoming Rallies 
 

We have lots of interesting rallies this 
half term for all ages and abilities.  
Please support them as much as you 
can, and make sure you book in as 
soon as possible.   
 
Go to the website:  What’s On/Rally 
Programme where you will see a list 
of all the rallies that are on offer.   
 
For those jumping confidently 80+cm 
one of the spring training days at 
Lyneham is a great opportunity for 
instruction in flatwork, as well as Show 
Jumping and Cross Country.  Each 
member has a slot for each of the 
three disciplines, in small groups, and 
everyone gathers at lunchtime in the 
clubhouse to warm up, have a chat 
and enjoy some social time too.  
There are lots of other rallies on offer, 
such as Polo taster sessions, Badges, 
Valentine’s Minis, as well as instruction 
at Withington.   
Look at the website What’s On page 
for more information.  

 

Lyneham 

Spring starter training days: 

14th February 90-100cm 
15th February 80-90cm 

 
Flatwork/SJ and XC days at Lyneham are 
a great way to get out and blow the winter 
cobwebs away.  Bookings close for these 
two days very soon, so choose which day 
you would like to go on and get your 
booking asap - don’t miss out!  
 
Lyneham is a fantastic venue with large 
arenas, and an all weather XC loop.   
You will have excellent instruction with our 
team trainers Rob Lumb, Elliot Newman, 
Sarah Kellard & Sue Stevenson in 
dressage, XC & SJ.  
 
There will be a chance to ask any 
questions you may have about competing 
in general as well as teams, but this rally is 
aimed at everybody working at this level, 
not just those interested in teams. 
 
Details are on the CHPC website and ring 
Vicky Hughes if you have any queries.   

Grassroots 80cm+ at Lyneham last year 
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(VIP) Very Important Parents’  
Information Evening 

for ALL Parents of new and well established members and also older members 
 

8pm start on Saturday 24th February  
Longdole Polo Clubhouse, Birdlip, Gloucester, GL4 8LH. 

If there is one thing you can do this spring to make the most of your child's Pony Club membership please give a 
spare couple of hours to come and meet other parents, find out more about what's happening in our branch in 
2018 and ask lots of questions.   

This year, several of our longstanding committee members have retired, and we need to add new, keen parents 
to the committee and the team of organisers to spread the load.  We need to encourage all our parents to get 
actively involved to keep providing such a diverse and interesting range of opportunities for our kids.  If we don’t 
have more help, we will have no option but to shrink what we can offer.   

Please text or email if you are planning to come:    Belinda Chambers 07821 150951 Belinda.chambers17@gmail.com 

This Parents' Information Evening is for you to find out about all the different things on offer, and also to 
understand how and where you might be able to help.   

• You don't have to be horsey!!!  
• We need all sorts of skills to run the branch effectively;  accounting, storing equipment, driving a trailer of 

show jumps, cooking breakfasts at camp, ringing round to ask people to fence judge or write notes for a 
dressage judge, organising the food for a rally or picnic ride.   

• Above all, you need a desire to give our children fun things to do, safely, and with an eye to them learning 
how to enjoy their ponies.  

WHERE DO I FIND OUT WHAT’S ON? 

CHPC Website and CHPC Facebook page 
We have put lots of information on the CHPC website, and you should now find it easier to navigate and it 
should be more useful.  It is the first place to look for information.  Please also keep an eye on the Facebook 
page as this is a much quicker way of getting information out to you – maybe cancellations due to poor weather 
etc. 

For example: times for rallies will be posted on the Times page, also may appear on the CHPC Facebook 
page.   

The calendar on the website has lots of information about all the CHPC events, competitions and rallies as well 
as many local non CHPC events.  Also look on the Area 9 Pony Club website for events further afield.   

If you aren’t on Facebook you can still see all the Facebook posts on the Home page of the CHPC website.   

All the newsletters will be posted on the website too (see Information/Newsletters). 



 

 

  

Competing for CHPC in 2018 

If you are thinking about competing for our branch it is important that we know!  We ask that everyone 
interested, from 70cm+ joins our Team Registration so that we have details of what you are aiming for, 
and you will benefit from squad/team specific emails about competitions, training and opportunities 
coming up.   Please register by 1st March 

Go to the Teams page on the CHPC website for more information and follow the links to the online 
Registration Form.  The £15 registration fee goes towards paying our instructors to support the teams at 
Area competitions and other key events where needed, so that we don’t have to ask for so much 
contribution towards the costs in the summer when there is plenty of drain on the finances.    

This system has helped many of our older members compete at Championship level, as well as giving 
them opportunities to compete in the Pony Club classes at Blenheim, Barbury, Hickstead, Badminton 
and Gatcombe.  These are fantastic days out and a real honour to take part in.   

 
 

We would like to send you a regular newsletter throughout the year with news of what you have all been enjoying as well as information and 
dates. 

 
So please don’t be shy, and send your photos and news of rallies you’ve had fun at, competitions you have taken part in, Tests you have 

taken and training that has inspired you.  We would love contributions from members of all ages so you can see what a wide range of things our 
branch puts on, and where you might be able to help, and what you might aspire to, as you get more experienced. 

Please send your contributions to:   Cotswold@pcuk.org (and also please get in touch if you would like to help put together a newsletter!) 

Hunting in February half term 
 

There will be a children’s specific meet in half term (see details are on the 
website What’s On/ Rally Programme) and there will be other meets 

through half term where the Hunt would like to encourage helpful members.  
If you are aiming to go out on any of the meets, please let Sophie de Rouet 

know, as the Hunt would like to organise "special jobs" for every child coming 
so they learn a bit more about hunting, and enjoy their day.  

 
Also take a look through the information on the website Hunting page to get up to date on 

what’s on offer generally, and who to contact with any queries.  
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Why Volunteer? 
 

ü CHPC is a club run by volunteers – we need each other!  The club 
needs to generate a certain amount of income to be self sustaining, 
and it this is done by running shows, competitions and other 
activities through the year. 
 

ü “Tea and biscuits” – it is a great way to meet others and have the satisfaction of a good job done and happy 
children as a result. 

 
ü The things that are needed are usually able to be done in a specified time, so that you can plan your input as 

needed.  There are many different ways to help, whatever your skills and time available  (see below).  
 

ü Helping at any of the CHPC competitions enables the club to generate income that funds subsidised rallies 
and other activities – you are therefore benefitting your child even if they are not competing in that event.  

 
ü There is always something to learn in understanding how the events are organised:  older members get a 

chance to make a significant contribution with their experience and knowledge, and younger members and 
their families can meet older members and find out more about the variety of opportunities the CHPC has to 
offer, and how to organise things before it becomes their “turn” to take up the reins of running events and 

 
If every Pony Club family provides help at /for 

AT LEAST 3 COMPETITIONS/ACTIVITIES  
during the year(not including Camps), the 

workload starts to be fairly shared 
 
 

Examples of things that 
members and parents can get 
involved in to make the club 

run with a swing:- 
 

Treasurer                 Website manager 
Scoring                   Tack checking 

Towing trailers 
Collecting ring stewards 

Fence judging 
Setting up and/or taking down jumps, XC and SJ 

Dressage/Show Jumping judging 
Mounted score collector 

Timekeeping/starters/scorers 
 
Finding helpers – eg stewards, fence judges, to set 
up/take down etc.   
 
Getting equipment to the right places when needed eg 
moving trailers of Show jumps, xc jumps, the white 
equipment van 
 
Managing teams, involving booking instructors and 
venues, making team entries and coordinating 
participants for training.   
 
Being the point of contact for rallies, taking bookings 
and organising instructors and venues. 
 
Organising one of the CHPC events or activities 
during the year 
 
Coordinate a phase such as run/shoot/swim 
(Triathlon) or dressage/show jumping etc 

 
How can I help? 

 
Be proactive in responding to requests for help – 
even if it is a “not this time”.  Organisers often have to 
make at least 4 phone calls to find a helper, which is 
time consuming and disheartening.  A prompt 
email/text response makes a big difference to 
organisers.  

 
Offer horsey and non-horsey help – if you can’t 
help this time, maybe you have a grandparent or 
friend who might be able to instead (or as well as 
you!)?   
 
Positive ideas of how to improve activities are 
always welcome, especially when backed up with 
offers of practical ways to make those ideas happen. 
(eg “Saturday Fun” is a recent addition suggested and 
added by parents) 

 
Events the CHPC runs 

through the year:- 
 

Combined Training (March) 
Triathlon (April) 

Andoversford Junior ODE (May) 
Pony Show at Jackbarrow (tbc) 
Senior, Junior and Mini Camp 

(July/Aug) 
Foxcote ODE (August) 

Social get together (Winter) 
 

AND  
there are tons of competitions that we go to 

where help is needed as well! 

“Kindness, like 
a boomerang, 

always 
returns”  


