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As a member of The Pony Club, I stand for the best in sportsmanship as well as in horsemanship. 
 

I shall compete for the enjoyment of the game well played, and take winning or losing in my stride, remembering that 
without good manners and good temper, sport loses its cause for being. 

 
I shall endeavour to always treat my horse with consideration and kindness. 

 
 
Dear Member and Parent  

A warm welcome to the Cotswold Hunt Branch of The Pony Club, we will do everything we can to make 
your membership instructive and enjoyable.  

USEFUL INFORMATION TO START WITH: 

Your District Commissioner is:  Mrs Harriet Saunders.   
Address:    Sidelands Farm, Birdlip, Gloucester GL48LJ    
Telephone:    01452 864826   07831 664616  

We have three Assistant District Commissioners, Lisa Llewellyn-Palmer, Belinda Chambers and 
Nicola (Nick) Bates.  Their contact details are all on the website. 

Your Secretary is:   Mrs Bella Clarskon 
Address:     Setts Farmhouse, Chedworth, Cheltenham  GL54 4NR 
Telephone:    07887 946508 

 

FINDING OUT ABOUT THE BRANCH 

The Branch website is https://cotswoldhuntponyclub.co.uk and on it you will find lots under the 
“Information” tab.  Also keep an eye on the Facebook page (Cotswold Hunt Pony Club).  

o Rallies  what to expect at a rally, and what to wear 
o Clothing links to how to order CHPC clothing.   

For rallies we ask that members wear a CHPC sweatshirt or rugby shirt with a shirt and tie 
underneath (navy or red).  If it is very hot a long sleeved shirt and tie is fine.  For unpleasant 
weather we have smart CHPC navy jackets but any tidy waterproof jacket is fine (no hoods).  
Jodhpurs for rallies should ideally be cream or white, but navy, black and brown are acceptable 
if they are otherwise tidily presented.  The Cotswold Hunt Pony Club colours are red (body) and 
green (hat) so you might see lots of these pictures on the website.  When you compete, 
representing your branch, you will need to wear these colours so if you are unsure ask your 
instructor or team manager.  

o Venues this links you to maps of the various locations where we hold rallies and events.  
Our Pony Club field is at Jackbarrow near Duntisbourne Abbotts, but we have rallies all round 
our area through the year. 
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o Booking for rallies and events under the “Calendar/Times” tab you will see another page 
called ”Calendar” where you will see all the fixtures.  If you then click on a specific fixture it will 
explain more about it and then give you a link to book it via Paypal.  If you have any queries 
about booking or anything else to do with that event please contact the organiser of that 
particular event which you will see on the right hand side of that event’s page. 

o Camp  general information about the camps we run, and then more specific information 
and booking forms go onto the website closer to the summer. 

AIMS OF OUR BRANCH 

Our aim is to help improve your riding and knowledge and enjoyment of being with and around horses.  
Rallies are arranged, often ridden but sometimes on foot, where you will be taught by experienced 
instructors.  As your ability improves you will be able to take the various proficiency tests to mark your 
achievements. 

The Pony Club is fun, and we will do our best to make it so.  Everyone must join in for this to 
succeed, so remember to read the newsletters and keep an eye on the website and Facebook page for 
information about what is happening.  We pride ourselves on being a family unit where parents are 
welcome and in fact, very often needed as helpers in all sorts of ways.   

If you have any problems, please do not hesitate to seek advice from me, or your Instructor. We are 
here to help you, and we can best do that when we know more about what you like to do and would like 
to aim for -  so please don’t be shy, and remember that the more you get involved, the more benefit you 
will get from being part of our Pony Club.   

NEXT STEPS 

With your parents please fill in the enclosed form of additional information and return it to me, or 
Mrs Merret, our Membership Secretary, as soon as possible. 

As you now belong to a very large voluntary youth organisation known for its courtesy, consideration, 
good sportsmanship, self-discipline and loyalty be proud to wear your Pony Club tie and badge. 

Thank you for joining us, I am looking forward to seeing you at a rally or event soon.  

Best Wishes  
Harriet Saunders, DC of the Cotswold Hunt Branch of The Pony Club  
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MORE ABOUT THE PONY CLUB AND OUR BRANCH 

The Pony Club is the largest Association of riders in the world that welcomes members from all 
backgrounds. Our Branch is but one of nearly 360 in this country.  

The Pony Club is a registered charity and primarily a training organisation. It strives to promote the 
highest ideals of sportsmanship, citizenship and loyalty and aims to teach members to be better riders, 
be able to look after their ponies and encourage them to take an interest in equine sports.  

Each Branch is self-contained and administered by an elected, voluntary DC and Committee that must 
comply with The Pony Club’s rules when organising and running all its activities and formal duties. 
There are over 360 Branches in the country split into 19 Areas; we are in Area 9. Our club is medium 
sized with about 160 members of all ages.   

Rallies - mounted or on foot are the backbone of our Pony Club. They are usually arranged in rides 
based on ability, however there maybe times when Members are placed in mixed ability rides. We run 
all sorts of rallies throughout the year, for all ages and abilities and if there is something you are 
passionate about trying and would like to organise within the Pony Club rules then talk to one of the 
committee.  

The first rally can be a nervewracking experience for both member and parent.  Don’t be fooled into 
thinking you are surrounded by efficient parents, polite ponies and calm children!  You will find that this 
is not always the case (!) and we are all only too pleased to be asked to help; we have all been the new 
kid on the block.  If you are worried about reversing your trailer for example don’t be afraid to ask for 
help!   

One of the quickest ways to get to know people and feel like part of the team is to offer to help in some 
way! You can never have enough people to help set-up and clear away equipment – especially at 
rallies and shows.  

Achievement Badges & Efficiency Tests - these provide a record of a Member’s progress in riding and 
pony care. The badges are aimed at younger Members and lead onto the Tests E to A which have 
recommended minimum age criteria.  

Camp - we run an annual five day Camp in the Summer holidays, definitely one of the highlights of the 
year, and it’s open to all members.  

Inter-Branch and Area Events - we send as many individuals and teams as possible to these 
competitions and run training sessions through out the year. It is a real privilege to represent your Pony 
Club at Area level and our Members make us very proud by the sportsmanship they show and the 
successes they achieve in which we all celebrate.  We get involved in a wide range of activities, and 
often field teams that complete at national level in Tetrathlon, Eventing, Show Jumping, Dressage and 
Polo.  We also have many members who don’t get involved in competitions so there is something for 
everyone. 

Above all Pony Club should be fun, and run for the Members allowing each one to learn and progress 
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at their individual level, without pressure. Equally parents are an important part of our Club and your 
support and help is invaluable. If you have any questions or want advice please don’t hesitate to 
contact any of us.  

Here is a link to an interesting article that helps us keep in mind how best to support our members in 
developing their enjoyment of riding and horsemanship.  

Pony Club Parents Pressure:  http://www.pcuk.org/uploads/PonyClubParentsPressure.pdf 

 

 

 

PERSONAL LIABILITY INSURANCE  (free with your membership) 

Membership of The Pony Club provides personal liability insurance in respect of equestrian 
related incidents. This provides cover if the Member is sued for legal liability for damages in 
the event of injury to another person or damage to another person's property. 

The Pony Club insurance policy is provided by Howden Insurance Brokers Limited and all 
current Members of The Pony Club are covered by this insurance policy. However it is a policy 
“of last resort” in case you do not have cover elsewhere, and there is a sizeable excess.  It is 
strongly recommended that you review the information on the Pony Club website regarding this 
policy.  See Parents Information - Members Insurance 

If you are involved in an incident involving injury to another person or damage to another 
person's property: 

1. it is most important that you contact The Pony Club or the Howden Insurance Brokers 
Limited  immediately.  A Claim Form can be found on the Pony Club website. 

2. You should not admit liability or offer or promise any payment and,  
3. if you receive any correspondence, it should be forwarded immediately to the Howden 

Insurance Brokers Limited - unanswered. 

Howden UK Group Ltd Woodlands, Manton Lane, Bedford MK41 7LW 
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NEW MEMBERS – ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

To be completed by the Parent / Guardian of: 

Surname:  ………………………………………………………..…………………………  

Forenames:   ………………………………………………………..…………………………  

and sent, or handed to the District Commissioner or Secretary of the Branch, without delay. 

Please will you let your Officials and Instructors know that my son/daughter suffers/has suffered from   

………………………………………………………………………………...…………………………… 

(e.g. diabetes, epilepsy, asthma, hay fever, dyslexia, etc.) N.B. This information is required as a 

precaution in the interests of your child. 

How long has he/she been riding and what are his/her aims? 

...............................................................………………………………………………………..……… 

Horse/pony’s name?:    ……………………………...…………………………………… 

Horse/pony’s age:   …………………………………………………………………… 

Height:     …………………………………… 

Has your son/daughter been a Member of The Pony Club previously? YES / NO 

(if so, which Branch:  ……………………………………) 

If my child requires emergency medical/dental treatment in my absence, I authorise the appointed Pony 

Club Official to obtain such treatment as necessary. 

Name of Parent/Guardian:  ……………………………………………………………………………… 

Signature:    ……………………………………………………………………………… 

 Date:     ……………………………………………………………………………… 


